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Guidelines 

Keeping of Poultry, Pigeons and Birds   

Introduction 

The purpose of these guidelines is to help residents understand the key requirements 
for keeping poultry, pigeons and birds within the City of Mandurah (City). They explain 
the conditions you must follow and how to apply for approval where necessary. 

It is also important that any person intending to keep poultry, pigeons and birds refers 
to the City’s Animals, Environment and Nuisance Local Law 2010 (Local Law) to 
ensure they understand the specific requirements of the Local Laws. The Local Laws 
are available to view on the City’s website.  

Definitions 

Pigeon – includes homing pigeons and other domesticated breeds of Columba livia. 
This does not include native pigeons or doves, which may be subject to separate 
approvals under State legislation. 

Poultry – includes fowls, roosters, ducks, peafowls, turkeys, geese, guinea fowls, 
pheasants, and other birds commonly kept for eggs or meat for domestic use. 

Aviary Bird – Means any bird, other than poultry or pigeons, kept or usually kept in 
an aviary or cage. 

Residential Zone – includes any land zoned Residential or Urban Development under 
a Local Planning Scheme. 

Affiliated Person – a person who is a member of a poultry or pigeon club incorporated 
under the Associations Incorporation Act 1987. 

Am I allowed to keep poultry and pigeons? 

Yes. You may keep up to 12 poultry and/or pigeons (depending on your property size) 
provided that they are kept in accordance with the requirements of the City’s Animals, 
Environment and Nuisance Local Law 2010. 

Conditions for Keeping Poultry 

If you keep poultry, you must ensure that: 

• No poultry is kept within 5 metres of a residential building. 

• Poultry are not permitted within 5 metres of a public street, public building, 

commercial premises, or food premises. 

• Poultry are not to be kept within 1 metre from any property boundary 

• All poultry are kept in a secure, properly constructed enclosure. 

• All enclosures are maintained in a clean condition and good repair 

• Poultry remain contained within the enclosure and may be released for 

exercise.  
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Conditions for Keeping Pigeons 

If you keep pigeons, you must ensure that: 

• All pigeons are kept in a properly constructed pigeon loft, except when 

registered homing pigeons are released for exercise. 

• the base floor of any loft or enclosure is constructed of impervious material.    

• Pigeon lofts and enclosures are kept clean at all times. 

• No opening (including ventilation) is located: 

• within 5 metres of a residential building; 

• within 5 metres of a public street, public building, commercial 

premises, or food premises; 

• within 1 metre of a property boundary. 

• Affiliated persons must comply with the Code of Practice – Pigeon Keeping, 

subject to the provisions of this Local Law. 

Restrictions on Certain Birds 

As a general rule, approval is not granted for the keeping of: 

• roosters; 

• geese or ganders; 

• turkeys; 

• peafowl (peacocks or peahens). 

 

Exceptions may be considered only on land zoned Rural or Rural Residential, or with 

written approval from the City. 

Keeping More Than 12 Pigeons 

If you wish to keep more than 12 pigeons: 

• You must be an affiliated person. 

• The maximum number of pigeons permitted is 100. 

Hygiene Requirements 

• Enclosures, cages, crates, and lofts must be kept clean at all times. 

• Food must be stored in fly-proof and vermin-proof containers. 

• Waste, including faeces, must be disposed of so that it is: 

• inaccessible to flies or vermin; and 

• does not cause a nuisance to neighbours. 
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Are there any other approvals or requirements for keeping of 
poultry and pigeons? 

• Keeping 50 or more poultry or pigeons require registration with the Department 

of Primary Industries and Regional Development (DPIRD) as a livestock owner.  

For further information, please visit DPIRD’s website.  

• If you plan to sell your eggs, the WA Food Act 2008 requires you to register as 

a food business.  

• Birds should not be kept if they produce unreasonable noise and cause a 

nuisance to neighbouring residents in breach of the Environmental Protection 

(Noise) Regulations 1997.  

For further information please contact the City of Mandurah’s Health Services: 
 

Phone: (08) 9550 3810 
Email: health@mandurah.wa.gov.au 
Office: 3 Peel Street, Mandurah  
Mail: PO Box 210, Mandurah WA 6210 
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